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> NEWSWATCH 


METRO 


10-month term 
in statutory rape 


Robert S. Beckinger, the owner of 
Beck's Furniture, was sentenced Friday 
to 10 months in county jail after pleading 
no contest to the statutory rape of a 16- 
year-old girl last summer 

The sentence was handed down 
Sacramento Superior Court Judge Pat- 
rick Marlette, who said Beckinger had 
not fully grasped “the horrible conse- 
quences” of his crime - even though 
Beckinger told the court he was “very 
sorry.” 
‘The victim, a longtime friend of the 
Beckinger family, was raped several 
tumes by the defendant in his Folsom 
home in July and August, prosecutor Do- 
‘nell Slivka said. 

At the time, the girl was 16 and he was 


Beckinger, who had no prior record, 
owns furniture stores in Carmichael and 
Rancho Cordova 

As part of a plea deal, he had pleaded 
no contest to a xingle felony count of hav 
ing unlawful sex with the girl 

Beckinger, who had been free on bail, 
was sent to jail immediately 

He will not be allowed in the work fur- 
ough project, but with good behavior he 
could be freed in seven months, Slivka 
said. 

~ Edgar Sanchez 


_™ Sacramento County 
: Car rolls over, kills man 


A prominent former Sacramento busi 
« nessman died Friday afternoon when he 
was accidentally run down in his drive- 
way by his own car, the California High: 

way Patrol said 

Alexander Fahn, 76, was pronounced 
dead at the scene of the aceident, whieh 
‘occurred shortly before 4 p.m. in the 
2600 block of American River Drive, east 
of Sierra Oaks 

CHP spokesman Max Hartley said the 
exact cause of the accident remained tn- 


‘Bee photography ryan Patnck 


A California Highway Patrol officer checks the eyes of Sam Ceravolo, 68, on 
Friday. According to the CHP, Ceravolo, of 

cle driven by CHP Officer Michelle Shackleford on the westbound Madison Av- 
enue offramp from Interstate 80. Ceravolo claimed he was being chased by an 
irate motorist. Shackleford suffered only cuts and bruises in the incident. 


rear-ended a motorcy- 


der investigation. 

Fahn parked his car, a 1991 Lexus, in- 
side his garage, which sits atop a steep 
driveway 

“It appears he came inside his house, 
then went hack out to the garage to get 
something out of the car,” Hartley said 

Somehow the car begun to roll down 
the driveway and Fahn tried to stop it, 
Hartley said, The car rolled over him. 

Fahn was a co-owner of Sacramento 
Bag Manufacturing Co, 630 Q Street, 
and was well-known in the Jewish and 
business community, 

— Ralph Mootaio 


= Sacramento County 


Motorcycle officer hurt 


A California Highway Patrol motorcy- 
clo officer was released from Mercy San 
Juan Hospital on Friday with only cuts 
and bruises after she was hit by a car on 
the westbound Madison Avenue offramp 
from Interstate 80 earlier in the day. 

The driver of the car that struck Off- 
cer Michelle Shackleford, 31, claimed he 
was being chased on the freeway by an 
irate driver and was trying to escape 


when he got off at Madison just before 
12:30 pm. 

“This guy was yelling at me and giving 
me the finger because, I think, he 
thought I was driving too slowly,” said 
Sam Ceravolo, 68, of Sacramento 

“He was trying to push me off the free- 
way, When T got on the (offramp! I was 
trying to get over and I saw the Indy po 


“1 was terrified. I tried to stop. I'm sor- 
ty it happened,” Ceravolo said. 

Officer Chip Ramirez said Ceravolo’s 
car hit ford's motorcycle from the 
rear at 25 to 30 mph. 

Wearing her helmet, she had just 
mounted the bike after completing some 
paperwork on # towed truck. A witness 
said she was thrown almost straight into 
the air, 

‘She suffered facial cuts and a bruised 
loft leg 

‘The accident is under inv ition. 
fed Bell 


= San Francisco 


Ex-inmate’s suit advances 
Atranssexual former inmate repre- 


sented by University of California, Da- 
vis, law students can proceed with her 
lawsuit against five California prison of- 
ficiuls who allegedly cut off her hormone 
treatments after transferring her from 
‘one facility to another, the %h U.S. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals has ruled, 

In a unanimous decision handed down 
ast week, the 9th Circuit upheld part of 
a decision handed down earlier by U.S. 
District Judge David Levi in Sactamen- 


to 

The circuit judges agreed with Levi 
that the officials were not immune from 
suit claiming they had violated Torey 
‘Tuesday South's clearly established 
right to consideration of her serious 
medical needs. 

The appellate panel said it lacked ju- 
risdiction at this point in the litigation to 
review Levi's findings about the facts of 
the case. 

South was represented by students 
from the King Hall Civil Rights Law 
Clinic at UC Davis, 

~ Claire Cooper 


REGIONAL 


Paper target 
of protesters 


‘Three dozen people picketed the Reno 
Gazette-Journal newspaper, claiming 
the publisher's seat on the board of di. 
fectors of a large casino taints the news 
paper's editorials and news coverage 

Several cearried signs in 
front of the newspaper this week urging 
Sue Clark-Johnson, publisher and presi- 
dent of the Gannett-awned newspaper, 
to resign her position on the board of 
Harrah's Entertainment Inc 

Clark-Johnson said the allegations of 
biased reporting were false and unsub- 
stantiated, 

The protesters were a collection of ac: 
tivists and past political candidates, in 
cluding several who rallied against de- 
molition of the historic Mapes 
Hotel-Casino in Reno in January anda | 
few who have had a running feud with — | 


the Reno City Council. 
"She's on the board of directors of Har- 
and that's a direct conflict of inter- 
id Mike Robinson, a Reno real es- 
tate broker 
Kerri Garcia, a spokeswoman for Har- 
rah’s Reno, said there was no confliet of 
0's been on the board for 
some time now.” 
— Associated Press 


ie 


m= BULLETIN BOARD 


ALZHEIMER'S AID SOCIETY: Support group 
moetings are held thoughout the greater 
Sacramento area. For locations and times, 
call Bea (916) 448-7001 


CHILDREN AND FAMILIES COMMISSION: Ap 
plicants are being sought to serve on the 
Advisory committee to this county commis- 
sion. To request an application, call (916) 
447-7063. ext. 406, before March 15. 


STRIKE OUT STROKE: A tree lecture on the 
‘isk factors and personal itestyle changes 
that can atlact these factors is offered from 
630 to 8 pm. Tuesday at the UC Davis can- 
cer center auditorium, 4501 X St. Call (590) 
754-8679 


BREAKING BARRIERS: Volunteer onienta. 
tons ate offered al 6 p.m, Tuesday, at 10 
am, March 11 and at 5:30 p.m. March 15 at 
1722 J St, suite 321, for those interested in 
working with people living with HIV. Catt 
(916) 447.2497, 
‘SEMIOR GLEANERS 


‘and okser are sougt 


(oluntoers ages 50 
help feed the hun 


| gry. working in the fold and warehouse and 


office locations. Ail skills are needed Orien- 
tations are held at 8 a.m. every Friday at 
3185 Longview Drive, North Highlands. Cal 


| (916) 971-1830, ext. 18, 


INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY: A celewra. 
tion of women’s history month will be held 
at noon Wednesday in the Catitornia State 
University, Sacramento, University Union 
Ballroom. This free event features dancers 
and drummers. Cal (916) 278-6156, 


MCCLELLAN AFB RETIREES: Moet at 10.30 
am. Wednesday at the McCieltan Commu: 
nity Center. Call (916) 643-2207 


» WEATHER 


‘Showers will hold off 
‘until this afternoon 
‘and tonight in the 
Sacramento area, 


. =] and rain amounts 
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WHAT'S UP I THE SKY? 
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